
To the Memberg of Eagt Llberty hesbtrrterlan Churchl

The mhleters of Eest Ltbert'y Presbyterlan Church preach
nary great sermons through whlch the volcc of Ood epeaks to
the hearts of llis peopleo It ls our deep aml slncerc bcLlef
that the msltsage brought to us by the Bbverenil Tln B. Nelson
on Sunday, September 2)o 1958 was of a speclal pertlnence to
each of us Ln this tLno ald tn thie place.

Ife recognlze the mary ptryrslcal dlfficultles that tem-
porarlly nake church attendance lnconverdent so that narryr
members of our congregatlon were unable to hear this nessage,
one of nhich every member of nast Liberty Presbyterian Church
should be araseo 

lfr" anl l[rso Bradfor.ril c" ]thlte
Dro and Mrso Everard l{, tfil}lans

Sermon W Tho Revo TLn Bo Nelson
East tlberby Preoblterl"an Church

Rlttsburgh, Pan
Septenber 29, L968

TI# nHoltiil 0F It

Dr:ring the tast r*eek some of us were talking about the cmlng l50bh Anniverra,ry
celebratLon of East Llberty hesbyterian Churcho It is a good tine to begln plaruling thlc
because it comes nert spring" It is alnost as if everly.bhing is consptrlng with us to heLp
us to nrderstard what I50 years of history neanso Ir fact, wetve restored Penn Avenue to
lts orlglnal condltl-on" It is even good this norning, and thls was not planned by Dro
Kettring or ryse1fr thot one of the anthems was sung ln Latin - the language of the Church
for almost 20OO years" It glves us a sense of our contlnuLty of that which has gone be-
fore ug erd thet whlch is conringo So; rul we conslder our past, we must ree}lze that we
have corne a Long, long ray" We are the descerdante of na,qy generations of people uho have
sought to serrre The torrt in thelr tine according to the needs of their tiJne.

lrlb reneruber that East Llberty Presbyberlan Church was egtablished ln that era
rhen the misslonary movernent rras Just begJ-nning - people were golng out frm our country
to the ltheathen landsrt, going out to carry the Ooepe1 of the good nens of Jesua to the
people of the world" This happened at about the san€ tirne that we started" East Llber"ty
hesbyterl.an Church started at about the sane ti.ne as the l-ndustrLal revolution ln Amerlca.
lrlb have seen many thlngs happeno Wb have held neny ideas about people ard re have soen
these ideas come and go, We have seen our natim go from a group of hardcraftgnen and
far"ners to tbe most prosperous, well-fed, well-educated, well-serviced populatLon in the
world, rrlth an industrial complex that is now so lnteresting, so strong, that it needs
ferer and fener people to nake it go. tfe have come through several theologlcal revivals
slnce 1819. tfe have seen nanlr th5-ngs happen jn the religiorrs worldo Queen VictorLa held
her sray ard lnfluenced even those here in Pi.ttsburgh r'nith a nore a,rrl a moraltty that is
qrdcldy dieappear!-ng noro We have seen a theological revlval talce place folloring the
Ftrst l{orld War - whlch led to another theological revival that ls taklng place ev�en nou
in our nldst. Ard as our Church has grown and prospered, it has done so ln that it has
resporded to the lford of God, the Worrcl mad.e flesh ln Jesus, according to the needs of a
particular tirre a^nd a particular people o .
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The nale of greatness has been associated rrlth this congregatlono People ronrd
about the world know th:is congregation, We have sent people overseas, lre have sent men
lnto the pastorate, we have sent nqren ard chi-ldren lnto homes rnaking strong Chrlstian
people ard famiLles. This is what we have been; this is nhat we here done, and there l-s
nore than f ean ever account or remenbero When we begtn to talk about the past, when we
begln to talk about our relatlves and our frj-erds and realize how great they were and are,
when ne even begtn to reallze the things that we hane done and begin to count them as
part of our greatness Irm always renirded of sonething that happened to me when f nas a
JunLor High.

Now, rgr mother is the seventeenth child of serftrnteen chlLdren and the people of
that fanily have been spread abroadr and narry of thsn have been quite successfulo f have
an uncle who was the governor of Wyom:ing for a while anl an uncle nho was the Speaker of
the House of Representatives in California for a while, and groring up in California, we
would go up to see Unc1e Monte and get the royal treatment" One day I ras telling some
of rw frierds about ny great relatives and what a wonderful family I had cone from anl
what a grard background f hane and mother drew me aside and sald, rrSo, what does thet
nake you? l{hat have you done? W}ro are you to be clairning the glory of sonreone else?
You donft ride the coat tails of your uncle into the State llouse of Califortriarto Soe
when we begin to look at ourselves and begin to take stock of L50 years of historXr ue
nust realize that the perspeetive of 150 years is grand and enren greater ls the p€rspec-
tlve of 2000 years of history *. Christlan history - and we are a part of thiso Bute
The Lord, Jesusr Hirnself, nrrst be looking down and salrlng, ttB[te what does that nake you?
lrlho are you?tt And irnrnedlately we havd many things that we can clain todayo

Orr Church is becorning nore and more active, nore and more concerned, more and
more appreciati've of the world which is around uso We have established the organization
lorown as ELGAR, RtrIIAB, INC. This group ls designed to help rehabl]-ltate honeg, to give
poverty-stricken people places to live" Idb have a Tutorial Progran Ln our area which
seeks to help the ninth and tenth graders so that they ca,n compete, so that they do not
beconc|tdrop-outstrn t'letvo established boyst clubs ard girlsr clubs -- nary boys ard girlo
are now coming to us whose parents have been j-nvolved in these programso Wetve done work-
shops ard day ca4ps. Werve done all sorbs of things -- w€rve painted houses -- til6 sen for
children who cannot go to school because they have no clothes -- rN€ sew for chlldren ln

fndia who carunot go anprhere because they have no clotheso We raise money for the
Ecumenical Mj-ssion and the National Missiono All of these things are great ard to our
credlt, but as we retail- thern the questlon nust alrays be Ln the baek of our ninds, ttWhat
does that nake you? I'lhat does that make rne? How lnvolved an I, or arn f rrllling to rlde
the coat talls of others who do the work?tt

Therers an interestj-ng thing golng on in the whole of Christtanity and this Lg
not Just hesbyberianism. There is an understanding and a revival that we must, all of
us, find our ministrles in the worldo The United PresbyCerlan uonen have called a progran
of thelrs DARE, starding for the letters D A R S -- rpn standing for rtdiseover the needsrt
not the suppositions, the needs of your corununltyo [{rtn4gft for regourcestt; rrR[ xrespotd
ln actionil, real concrete, dirty hands kind of action; and rtEtt nenduren the dlfficultiesr--
DABE" Endure the difficulties--this is what Peter was talking about ln hls letter" The
Ghristian Chrrrch was begirur:ing to come under fireo It was beginning to nake itsetf felt.
Ard, of @urser lln sure you realize one of the prinary thi"ngs that was held agalnst the
Church in Rone was that it was a group of anarchists, people who were out to do away wlth
the government and basicalliir, it was over a plnch of incense or a little plece of meato
Christians in conscl-enee could not offer lncense to Caesar, Chrlsttans in conscLence
could not eat meat g5-ven to idols. Ard, because they could not do this snall thing which
was required by their society, they became a^narctrlsts--people out to upset the traditlonaL



ray of dolng things,. Arrl, Peter.tells.rn*rl,l-*ro"t"u for trlaro Take Joy if your
suffering is that rhich ls called upon by Jirsuso 

-Iflyou 
c?n Joln nlth Himr-tiren yo'r

suffering shalL be your Joy.t,

We are asked to dare_ gonethlng, to dare to suffer rrith Jesus, to d.are to belonown as Christtans 1n our world, to dar6 not to gJ.ve ourselws to something else, toGode wtrich ve hale not bown, Jerenlah had sonet[ing to say about that, rrg;w can Jrougo about glvrng yor:rselves to gods that you have not-known irna tuen come beck and claLm
ne, sagdng rrhe Tenple of the Lord, the Temple of the l,srdrirr

Where are we? Have we set ourselves the tesk of urderstanding our past 150years and those people who lived- ln Plttsburgh ln the ear\r daya? It, n'is a tough place
and they rnade thelr Church and thelr faith fit thoee da;rs. ArL we wllling to bring our
Church arrl our faith to bear ln orrr day and ln our tine to our generationi For, you see,
there ls no such thj-ng as the rrgeneration gapr. rrhe generation gapr Ls sonethLn! uhlch'
I|[r age group has devised in order to lega1lze separattng ourselveJ i'rom the young6r
generation -- ard the younger generation has hopped to it; they are Jlst as itaa to Ue
1epalate.. For, you se_e, the younger generation- took us eirfous\r at our wori when ne
taught them about the Declaratign of lrrlependenc€, nllhen ln the course of hunan €ventarn--
when we taught then trThe Preanble to the constttuilon.rf They thought re liwd lt; thef
thought re real-J.y meant brotherhood; they thought we really nreant iraternlty ana equality.Ardr they found out that we are cynics, Lirat we talk a gooi g"rne. Thepr "rJtrrtUnj to
conment. Are rre wlilling to llsten or are ws so Uusy seJlAng to fi-rd worrts of rebuttaL
that we never really listen to one another? Have wL rnade t[e generation gap real.ly a
moet fllled rrlth cyniclsru which comes betreen us anl those rho-folLm qs?- lorurgerpeople are trlring to show us the rayo' Theyrre asking uo qu,estions, and re answer with
irrelevancles lf we €uurrer at a1lo

We have carried on a for:n of educatlon rrithln out country thet has been verysuccessful J-n one way. Tt has created a generation whlch can llne in change. frm
again reminded of r47_nother who eays that irre fras been asked to change too ilqy tfureaend ltf s aot falr. She was born ln a land without_alrplanea; shc raE born in I rra1rywithout autonroblles, television, or electrictty. Thfni< what each one of those has ilone
for us. Each orp has requlred a change, a chairge so dSmamic anil turnabouto Ande wefro
tlred -- rr€ donrt rant a changeo

The harrtness of Christlanity is the fact that we nnrst changeo The onJy gring
that ls stabl'e ln our era is the fact of change. There waa a day, a confor.bable dayr
when f wa,s a child, when we }new what was good ard rre knen what uas bad; we knew rightfrom nrong; we knen the flag and country and patrlotlsm. Ant, aII of tirese things reresettled. fhe depresaion ktlled that. lforLd War If and Adol.pfi ]Ilt1er, the r'le of 1aranl order in Oerrnar5r.changeg that' The world 1s turtrlng and tt ls clranging. There ras
a day when Chrlstlanlty was a matter of refraining llom certaln thlngs.- W]-a$nrt go
to the shor on lunday, ne didntt snolae, or drink, or cherr, we d,id.nrt read certain boolcso
Chrlstlanlty had becone a natter of abitlnenCsr -'Today ttre trarAness of Chrtstlanlty ienot what we refral'l from, but what we etr€ caIled to be and to doo The hardness ofchrlsttanlty is that re are being called to ta}<e part ln our world, to become tnvolved
h our world Ln a real relatLonship rrtth our world. Atd the reallty of the relationshlp
ln the Christl'an Eena€ and tern ls one of brotherhood--not fetherhood--brotherhoodo Wec'n no _longer tol-erate hrithln our midst or in orrreelveg "ry Jerue rhereby we piay ttre
role of father and lrelp other people out. We nrrst becone tnefr brothers'"rrf jof" t"ftft
t'hem ln firrting thelr solufi.on.

llhen we begin this task, we nust, reallze that the gap anct the a1ienetion Lsdeep and hardr but it can be crossed--it can be crossed. We-can begin to 1isten to our



brothers rorrnd, about usi ne can begln to urtlobao- ,n" younger g€nerationt rre can begln
to llsten to oursehr€ti re can begj-n to take stock of our countryo And, it ls a great
lerd. When rre begin to thlnk of Anerica, 1et us reallze that Arnerlca nas settled by
the dlssenters. The people who were content, waned goodbye to 0olrrmbus and the pllgrlns.
Let us reallze that rnany of r.rs who havrg Danish, and Swedlsh, a.nd Ger.nan names, coe hsrc
bec4rrne our parents arrl grandparents were ttdraft card burnersrt and they left a Errrope
rttlch uas being doninated by a Kaiser" Let us renember that we are alrErs here nalclrg
a ntr socLety ln a new lando There is no [status quorf for Amerlcans. That ls our
brilllance snd our beautyo We cen nsver stop -- we nrust alnaye go fonrard. So1 rhen
re becone Lnvol-ved rlth one another, let us realize thet rrone anotherrt inclndes-all agc
grol.lpsr That rtren ue begin talking about the Church, we nust be conslderlng what sone
of, the ege gtoupo are oaylng about the Chr:rcho And, I read to you from e piece whlch
uas rrltt€n by a son of one of the fani-Ues of our congregation. ft appears Ln a nagazinc
called, TtlE t0RD:

ItThe old church is dying ard a new one is taking its place.
Going ls the nlnistry focused solely on the dlvine asptratlons
of menr the Sunday Service and ttre reelcday tedium, ard non-
lnvo1ved nrlnisters, ard the r:npronocative ressagei In lte
place 1s coning a Church that seeks out its congregation,
fwtctions seven days a weeko and is concerning 5-tself, less rdth
the hereafter ard nore rdth the NOW. CaIl it the New Chrrrch.

nTh€ Old Chrrrch (neaning not Just one group of, denomlnatlon or
age gfogp, but the rellgl-ous organizetion and the connrunlty as
a uhole) is baslcally too self-centered; ft refirsea to be1lere
that hmanity for hurnanityrs sake should be of arsr concenr to
rellglous leaderso Religion, to them, for the OId Church, neans
bring nan up to God; Man and God live apart.

rrThe New Church, therefore, is going through e process of seculer-
izatlon, of bringing God donn to man, of bringing then together..
Thus, one fi-nds ninisters delving tnto polltj-cs and psycholory,
sclence and sociologyo The erphasis is o man and hls world.
Rellgion need no longer be associated rrt$h a dr1y, hlgh-toned
sannon about ditt:inlty and i^rrunortallty, for now lt finds meaning
and erqresslon in the more worldly areas such ag poverty anl
youth.

nThe various meanings and e:cpressions of the New Chrrrch are not
a1L spelled out and they should never b€. The New Church dtffers
fron the old chiefly by belng responsJ.ve, changr.ng, dynamlc; rt
mov€a where the OId stood still. The New Church has no dcfinlte'dlrection 

as yet, for it is young and it ls experinentlng H'lth
the nays in rhich to serve nan and God at the sane time, better.
Perhaps it rrill settle on the directions out and lns oul into
the world to get in deeper to the soul of rttEln.rl

ftts a sad thing whea our youth poJ.nt out to rrs that we feel, that sonelrou God
ailal nan llve.apartr that God is out there sonewhere. Itrs a sad thing rhen we look at
our world and gee it as an evil pIace, as a place of fear ard angu!.sh. There has been
som€ questlon late\y as to rtry re donrt have nerr bJrnns anil ner tqmnolory. Theyrre belng
nrLtten outside the Ghurch" I rould read you one called, WIIAT A WOI{Dfi,I'[[ IeRLI]t 1.
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ItI gee treeg of grean, red roses, too
f gee thqn bloon for me ard you
Ard I think to nlyself, tWhat a worderfirl worldf .

nI eee skies of b}.re ard clonds of rhLte
The bright blesged day, t"tre dark sacred nLght
Ard I think to rqyself tllhat a wonderful worldr.

nThe colors of the ralnbor, so pretty ln the a$
Are also on the faces of people passing by
I gee frlends ohaldng hards ard sayX,ng, tflow do 5rou dol
Rea1}y, theyrre saying, t f lone lrour .

rf hear babies crTr f ratch them grov
Ttreytll learn more ttnn IllL ever lcnor
And I think to n;yseJ.f, tWhat a wonlerfirl rorldr.T

We talce baptisnal vottd pledgile ourselves to the nurture and adnronlshlng of the
young. Ub talce menbership vowE in the Chrrrch pledgtng ourselwg to the stu{y of f,tre unlty
ard the peece ard the fomard movanent of the Chnrch.

l{ow lt ls tlne for us to begin to gct tJl f&lth, because you Eee what re are called
to do bas nothing to do nith something that, re do by ourselves. ld€ nust begln to act ln
feltlrr lfe ere esked to do lnpossible things, to dreen lnposslble dresms. in the eyee of
marV strong, rlse people ve are asked to do fooltsh thlngs. We are aslaed to be foois for
God, to lose our fears of the futrrre or the present arrl becone lnvolved 1n the n[own of

God. Jeeuc gald oner ard over again to lllg followerer rrlhe Xingdm of Heaven ls at had.rf
Heaven 1g not e sweet by_ard by--the Klngdon of lleavm la at had. Thls ie the good nsws of
our God rho ls ln Jesus -Chrlst, a young nan rho died pafifrrtly and at a very young ago.
If re Joln ntth Hln, 1n Hfq &dr€r seeklng to serve the lost aira tUc lonely, tlre clck-srd
the dyfag, the poverty-stricken and the prisoner, the nontally 11l and d€p;ined, we rrlll
have tdcen one etep. But, re cannot lift one foot rsithout falth. We are calted to act ln
Ielthr the sanre f,alth which caLIed_r:ast Llberty Presbyberlan Chqrch lnto being tn I8J.9.
Let us close the gap betreen us. Let us gtrikl out iir falth, renerrlng the acf,ion ard
servlce thet we hans for one another and for our rorld.

Iat us pray:

0, Ood, Tly spirit comes upon us as a bloring rrlnd ard rc

are afraid. w€ turn orrr backs out of feer of the rrnknoua.

Help uo to know ln our hearts and in onr ninds anr tn our

bodles that we are not arone, that Thou ert r*ith us ant niu

guide us. Reconci-Ie usr one rith another. Help us to change

for Thee ant tonarril rhee. olvE us rove, arrl grace, and under-

standing that Ttgr Chrrrch rnlght be good news to the rorld

around ug. This we ask in the nane of ow Lord, Jesus, anono

1. What A tJordelful Worlda Words and Music b5r George David Welss and George-
Dougrass; Yalando Music Cor?. t 22 tl. LBth st.' l{. I.1 N.I., Lr6T


